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Remember: Money is a monster when it wins the battle for our attention, our
affection, and our allegiance. (“You cannot serve both God and money.”)

To tame the money monster...
1. I need a new perspective: It all belongs to God. | just manage it. So | will...
2. | need some new practices:
* Gratitude (which leads to contentment and peace)

* Generosity (which leads to freedom and joy)

As manager of God’s money, | will:
1. Be diligent about earning income
2. Put God first by giving generously
3. Wisely save & invest for the future (10:10:80 plan)
4. Faithfully repay my obligations

5. Be content and enjoy the rest

Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed;
life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”

' And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an
abundant harvest. 7 He thought to himself, ‘What shall | do? | have no place to
store my crops.’

'8 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. | will tear down my barns and build bigger
ones, and there | will store my surplus grain. ' And I’ll say to myself, “You have
plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’

20 «Byt God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life will be demanded
from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’

2 «This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not
rich toward God.” Luke 12:15-21 (NIv)

So... what does it mean to be rich toward God?

“Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me.
“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’

“In tithes and offerings. ° You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you
are robbing me. '° Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be
food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if | will not
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there
will not be room enough to store it.” Malachi 3:8-10 (NIv)

But what was tithing?

Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year. 2 Eat the
tithe of your grain, new wine and olive oil, and the firstborn of your herds and
flocks in the presence of the Lord your God at the place he will choose as a
dwelling for his Name, so that you may learn to revere the Lord your God always.
... 7 And do not neglect the Levites living in your towns, for they have no
allotment or inheritance of their own.

28 At the end of every three years, bring all the tithes of that year’s produce and
store it in your towns, 2 so that the Levites (who have no allotment or
inheritance of their own) and the foreigners, the fatherless and the widows who
live in your towns may come and eat and be satisfied, and so that the Lord your
God may bless you in all the work of your hands. Deuteronomy 14:22-29 (NIv

God wants your heart!

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 2° But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves
do not break in and steal. 2' For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also. Matthew 6:19-21 (NIv

He owns it all

Every day is an opportunity
Action is required
Remember your blessings
Thank him!

So how should we give today?

Give in proportion to what you have. > Whatever you give is acceptable if you
give it eagerly. And give according to what you have, not what you don’t have.
2 Corinthians 8:11-12 (NLT

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever
sows generously will also reap generously. ’ Each of you should give what you
have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. & And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all
things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.
? As it is written:

“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor;
their righteousness endures forever.”

1% Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.
" You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every
occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

2 Corinthians 9:6-11 (NIv

For inspiration, see the stories and videos at ilikegiving.com.



